More Evidence. ..

of the Homosexual Agenda
at the University of Notre Dame.

e Special Rights for Homosexuals Campaign April ‘08
e Spirit of Inclusion Statement

“Yes, its focus is on homosexuality, but it also focuses

on what happens when any group is marginalized. *
--Heather Rakoczy, Director of the ND Gender Relations Center

¢ Testimony of Homosexual Students:
“To be a homosexual on this campus allows me
to do what Christians do.”
Craig F. gay ND sophomore

“I met a guy who ended up challenging ... my
beliefs . . . and opened my heart to the possibility that
these attractions I had to other men had some value
. . . That ended up shifting my whole view on things .
. . I resolved to follow my conscience, and what it
kept telling me was that you don’t know if same-sex
activity is going to be helpful in leading two people to

God, but what you do know is something is not right

about what the Church is teaching.”
Brad M. gay ND senior

Documented: April 24, 2008

* 24 April 2008 edition of Scholastic, Notre Dame’s Student Magazine
© “Notre Dame: Ally or Enemy? Students reflect on what it means to be gay
at Notre Dame” by Courtney Ball, pages 18 - 21
o “Perspective: Gay Life at ND” As told to Courtney Ball, page 21
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niy ane of Lhe gay studenes interviewed foe this story said
that he would scill chouse to arrend Notre Daiee alter

expenencing whar studems sav cpn be an enwelooming

armasphere, This Is o surpreising, ps Noe Dame was recently
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aleerviative” by the Prineeton Review. The apkipg isag improvement
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from five years ago when Notre Daine held the rop position. espite

significant serides made: by student orgacieations, luowever, Nutre
Dame is still seeapeling o balanee sz Cacholic identity with openness
toval | students

Thongh some say that there 15 no open hostilicy oo campus, mainy
gay students say they feel that the colrore s apathedic. They say it
seems as thongh there is an urJ.l;[m];m_u reement thar as long as gay
stuclents are not ron vocal about their idenuy, they are accepted into
the Notre Dame communiy. Eddie Velazquez, a gay sophomore and
future co-chair of the CORE Council, says, ™1 here really are gay
peaple on campns, even i we lke to p::‘-l.i:nd that there sren't.”
L (g, Leshian, Biseaual,

The fack of any stedent-ron LB

Transgender, or Duestioning} organization on campus demanstrates
Velazgquez's point, Though bath Aliance™N D and OU Treach N 13 have




applied for official university recopnition,
they have been denied approval. As a resulr,
the grovps cannot officially orpanice events
on campas or advertise their cxistence,

Brian Coughlin, assistant vice president of
Student Activites, cites the following excerpe
[rom fecters sent to “Unired in Dhversicy™
prospeciive club leaders in 2004 and 2005: %It
rennains the perspeetive of the Student Activities
(ffice thae the dual goals af supporting gay and
fesbian stadenits aud cducating the farger cammpiug
comeminnity can best ke goompliched through
the structures already i place.  Congmed
collaboration belween  administrators, pastoral
mrimisters and students & ecenial”

Many students say, however, that they feel
the refusal w officially recogiiize a Nome
Dyame gay-straight alliance & an lojustice
that is indicavive of the aparhetic coloure of
the university.

Making Progress

Heather Rakoczy, director of the Gender
Relalious Center, says she was distorhed by
Motre Dame's ranking in 2003 as the wop
university in_the "Alrernative  Lifestyles

Conversation at the Coleman-Morse Center,
where students meet w0 discuss jssues and
learn abont resources available for GLETOQ §
students, amd offce hours in the
Room in LaFortune w answer questions.
CORE_Council hosts necwork  sessions
where resident assistants are cducatcd on
psychological and theological aspects_of

All incoming freshman |

sexual orientation.
are r:qmred to attend the CORE Council

CommUnity prescentations to inlorm them of S

Cathalic wachings on homosexuality and o
encourage them to help foster an atmosphere
of ACCEprance on campus.
Stand  Against Hare  week
important indicator of Morre Dame's refisal
tir tolerate discrimination. This week-long
event is designed o remind students thae
they are called w honor the dignity of all
human beings. To help promote awareness,
the Spirie of Inclusion statement is passed
out o studenns, and they are asked wosign a
pledge against intalerance, *Yes, its focus i
it hnosexualicy, but ir also fnenses on what

i= anorher

fappens when any group is marginalized. It (48

is a rerminder of hate crimes and how terrible

Green [

they are,” Rakocey says.

Mot an Alrernative” category. She says that

~ Norre Dame is taking steps to improve the  made in reeent years Se

atmosphere on campus. “1 think there has
been progress made: Back in the lute ‘8Us
and early “#0s there would never have beena
*stand Against Hate' week, There would nor
have been very mnch, if any, conversation
on this issue,” she says. Senior Brad Marean,
a pay member of CORE Council, also
disagrees with the ranking. “We are not the
worst nniversity in the country, we are just
the worst wop-ranked university. It is not as
biael a3 people might think," Matwon says.
While the university still fails w officially
recognize any student-run gay and lesbian
groups, they have 5EEE_mﬂE§Hﬁ:ﬁﬁ?waq

in recent years. The Standing Committee

for Cay and Leshian needs, now the CORFE
Conncil, was creared in 1996 under the
leadership of Sister Sue Bruno as an advisory
group for the Vice President of Stodent
Affairs, Sister M. Gude ook wver the
program in 1998 and helped o expand the
commitree to include hererosexual “allies.” 41
lived on campuos for 22 vears and saw several
penerations go through the schaol. The
climate chanped drastically,” Gode says.
Today, CORE Council serves not only
the administration in wdentifying the needs
of pay and Jeshion stodents, but it alse
educates the studene body and provides a
supportive comununity for gay students.
Council  programs  nclude  Coffee  and

Students agree that progress hus been
a member of Progressive Student Alliaiies
(P'SA), says, “This place has definitely
changed in the last decade ... There wasnt
the Spinitof Inclusion. This place is definively
different, which makes me more optimistic
that people can be accepiing.”

Some students, however, sull feel chay
more needs o be done before Notre Dame
can rraly become an aceepling campus.
Studenns express worry thar the nniversity’s
progress has become stagnant becanse of its
strgrele ro balance a Catholic identity with
opentess o all stdents.

A Closed Door?

Craig Ford, a pay sophomore,  says
he thinks that the administravion is not
always open w dialogue. “Ir wonld almost
be o no-win situation w discuss it with the
administration ... That is because of the
impression that the Chureh has closed the
door on the issue,” Ford says.

The official  Carholic stance on
homosexnality is that sexuality is a gift from
Guod which s reserved for marriage and is
intended o be both unitive and procreative.
Becanse homoseoal nnions can not produce
children, homosexual acts are considered
disordered. Rakocey says, "For heterosexual
peaple there is 2 way ont in martiage. I'l']-]_"
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# homosexual person that is never possible,
50 they are called o chasee friendshi
which transhites to lifclong cellbacy™ She
emphasizes that & homosexual_aer is no
warse than any heterosexuzl one commitred
outside of marriape.

How does Thoreh reaching affect the
arfirmdde toward gay students on canygps?
“It's very possible ro feel as a homosexnal
at Notre Dame that youn are accepted as a

person with unacceptable idess,” Ford says
*It’s a very mteresting dynamic to experience
here. To the extent that one defines himsell
by his ideas, thar determines the extent he
is offended. 1 think the gay person at Notre
Pame has w be a strong person. He has 1o
be willing to value himself as a persom wha
is distinet from his ideas, willing to engage
a culture which is oppased 1o his own and
emerge from that with a personal swengeh
and integrity that allows him w sull think he
i a good person™

For many gay studenss, this often translates
o wneomfortable  situarions. Velaoqez
says, “We don't have an aunosphere thae is
condueive o being an ‘out’ person. They are
good enough with the balance o create an
atmosphere which isn’t really hostile, buot ar
the same time, it doesn't really support them
either”
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LI¥ING IN THE SHADOWS Do the neads of gay students st Matre Dame g0 unnoticed?

Finding A Balance

several gay students on campns identify
themselves as devone Catholics. *We have
several members of the |[CORE] Council
who make 2 point to live teir lives according
to Church teaching and docrrine,” Velasques
says. “They try o fnd that balanee, and
I definitely know people who have made it
work”

Father Richard Warner, Dirceror of
Campas Minstry, saps he respects the
Eaith of 21l members of the Church cqually
“T think there are many gay studenms for
whom the Church and their religion is very

Murphy was confirmed as a Catholic earlier
this month-and feels chat it is an important
part of her identity. “When you go up and
take the Eucharist, you are hecoming more
nne with God and becoming one with this
preat community of helicvers oo, IF we
conld embrace that part of Catholicism
which says ‘love 1 think other things would
fall inte place, and it wouldn’ be a question
of what the Chorch reaches, but more of 2
U sLI0n of what Ciod wonld really have e
ihn,” Murphy savs.

Fordalsodeseribes himsell s very religious
and says he s devored to the thealogrical
stndly of homosesualicy, He .‘s;;.":_h:: liclicves

important, and they are very good Catholics,
-jusl Tike the other smdents uluum
Their retationship with the Church is just as
lnportant to them as anyone else,” Warner

says,
Senior Brad Manan see sidebar) and Sade

Ut Notre Dame gives him a  utigue
challenge and opportunity i his Gt *To
follow Christ despite all of the harred and
the i1l will, e still bewe chrovgh all of those
negative feelings is what Christanity is all
about," Ford says. “To be a homosexual on

this campus allows me to do what Christans

. - - T —— g
Murphy, 4 bisexual junior, are niembers of an

unrecognized gay Emmans group on campus.

Murphy thinks the spirituad resoures is an
important soarce of support in her religions
struggles. She says, “Approaching God,
especially when you are homosexual or
bisexual, can be such a scary thing, No one
should have o try o fignre out alone how
bein a relationship with God and gay st che

same ime because those are tough guestions.”

are called to do.
e — e —

Gay? Fine By Me

Since the debur of the “Gays Fine by
Me® shirts on Note Dame's campus in

March of 2004, on desipnated dates cach

Semester, students can ahow solidericy with
the GLETO community by collectively




COVED

scknowledping and weleaming gy sindents on campns Fliewsh
the proops of student: do not vecessaridy lorom g solid sea of
orunge, hundreds and sametimes thousands of stodents wear the
Lrigle vrange shires each vear i suppore of GLE L) stodenrs:
While mast gay stadents appreciare the message and proodly wear
the shirts in solidaricy with the campas, they scknowledge tha
it gan also create a tense armosphere. “Unfortunately, there are
people who are adamant against the shires, and it causes g !':L':'F
o :l___'—___pc:«su.ll.‘nui}_u_camp‘us_,” Veluzquer says.

Perhaps the most controversial instance of this ocenrred this
past fall when two juniors sraged 4 protest vuside of LaFormne
Stodent Center, wearing shires which read, “Gay? Go o Hell®
The individuals responsible for the il:!T[ir}rinT:imEﬂId
ty Scholartic’s: request for an interview, Velazquer says, “I think

they were in poor tasee, but | really hope that in the future inseead
of resarting to insulting L-shires we can find a2 happy mediuu
where they can come to us and tell us that 'this is onr logic, and
this is what we think." | cannot expect everyone 1w be OK with
hamosexuality, bur it s something we can work towards” The
Facebook group “Wrath of God? Fine by Me” with over 60
members, is another example of open hostility in reaction to the
“Cray? Fine by Me" shircs.

Murphy says she thinks it is unfortusate that the shires seem m
b 2 necessary statement. * 1 dom't think there is anvthing wrong
with the shirts themselves. The fact that we need samerhing like
rhar may be a probleny,” she says. “Ir should go without saying thar
youare O with the way other people are. | don'r think the atcdiude
on this campus should be such that we have w purposefully take

—nate of other people beiug gay and sy 2Oh, we are O with i

Tl consensas among gay students and supporters, however,

seems to be that anything that promotes uwareness 15 a_positive

PERSPECTIVE:
Gay Life at ND

AS TOLD TO COUKTNEY BATL
BY SENIDR PSYCHOLOGY AND MITLOSOPHY MAJOR
BEAD MATTON

"I identify as Catholic, a practicing Catholic. It has
characterized my life. My identity as a gay man has rubbed
agaimst my identity as a Catholic. At one time, | had been
trying to live a chaste and celibate fife. | had been trying
ta change my sexual orientation since junior year of high
school. To accomplish this, | had been attending a group
that is part of Exodus International, where they advised
me to develop a reqular prayer life and to try to reclaim
my supposedly crucial deficiency in mascufinity in order

to, by the grace of God, be restored to heterosexuality, B

the time | came here, | had shifted to W
than changing myself. | became depressed and unhappy
even though | wasn't doing anything wrong, yet | had this
profound sense of lack of fulfillment. Shortly after that, |
met d guy who ended up challenging a lot of my beliefs
in a personal way, and opened my heart to the possibility

that these attractions | had to ather men had some value. |

- didn’tfeel L could say it was wrong. That ended up shifting

mywhole view on things. What daes this mean for my faith?

thing overall. They say they believe that the most important thing

mﬂ: achieve progress is an open dialogue among
students, faculty and the administration, “As long as it maintains
[diztoguel, | think there is some hope,” Marphy says.

The Notre Dame Experience

Despire what some gay students say is a history of ntolerance ar
the university, GLI'BO) studems continue m apply and enroll ar
MNotre Dame and utilize the unique opportunities and experiences
the university offers them.

*1 really believe thar there is no place else where you can get
a great education but at the same fime be forced to really take a
stand on what you believe i, Notre Dame is 2 great place o do
that,” Murphy savs. “It is 2 special and spiritual place: Tt has thae
gring for it oo, When things ger rough, sometimes yon ust need
to g to the Girotto, It's nice to have a priest living down the hall
from you. You can't ger thar anywhere else. There 15 definitely
something special about Notre Dame. Tven thougly it can be really
hard, it is still one of the best places you can be”

Martran agrees that Nowre Dame offers him 2 unique chance
reconeile his religions beliels and sexnality. But it has not been an
easy path. "It's hard. This place weirs you down,” Mattan says. “f
am ready to graduate because you just hecome bitter with it”  +

| thought | needed to leqve the Church for a while. | visited
some friends who were studying abroad in Rome, and | was
able to go on a tour under Saint Peter's Basilica. When we
got to that place directly under the altar of the Basilica, |
said my own prayers asking Saint Peter to help me figure
this out. It was one of the most Intense spirittal moments
in my life. When | was leaving, Thad this profound feeling
of remorse for wanting to leave the Church, because there
is more to it than rules and systems of beliefs; it is made of
peaple. | couldn't leave it, it wouldn't be right. | knew if |
intended to stay with the Church; | was obligated to figure
out what about it was wrong. | am not a theology major
so this was kind of a foolish endeavor on my pari, but |
did a fot of research and read several important books
an Catholic sexual morality, The attitude that | took that |
was going to fix everything was unhealthy. All | was trying
to do was justify what I already felt was right, which is not
a good way to go about morality. | resolved to follow my
conscience, and what it kept telling me was that you don't
know ﬁ?m-sex activity is going to be helpful in leading
o people o God, but now is something is
not right about what the Church is teaching, There is some
Value in these i at you have. | was created
this way. What do | do? Live as good a Christian life as |
can, receiving the Sacraments and doing service. | keep
questioning my beliefs. | ive in a creative tension; | don't
know where it is going to end. f am taking seriously what
the Church says and what my experience says. | hape one

day | can integrate themn better”
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